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Entrance to campus allowed from East entrance only during
construction
Beginning Tuesday, July 8, the only available entrance to campus for motorists will be from the East
entrance off Crawford Avenue. Two-way traffic from the North entrance off Stuenkel Road will no longer
be available while construction crews resurface the Stuenkel entrance/exit roadway. Motorists may use
the roadway leading to Stuenkel Road throughout the construction project as an exit only. Construction is
expected to be completed by mid-August.

The State of Illinois Capital Development Board granted an authorization to proceed with the campus
roadways and sidewalk improvement project at GSU.
The project will remove and replace approximately 4,000 feet of the University Drive curbed median,
provide a re-configured theater loading dock to accommodate two way and truck traffic, and provide an
increase in accessible parking near the A North entry doors.
The alumni path to the Metra station will also be removed and replaced with a wider path including new
pavement near the grants office parking lot. New road pavement will be installed from University
Parkway all the way to the Family Development Center. The project will be disruptive during
construction, but we are excited about the improvements to our campus.

The Alumni path will be closed until finish of construction. Metra riders who use the path to come to the
campus should use the GSU Shuttle or the PACE bus.
Check www.govst.edu for additional details as they become available.

Freshman Admitted Student Day
Accepted freshmen will have an opportunity to learn
more about what college at GSU is like during Admitted
Student Day Wednesday, July 16, from 5 – 8 p.m.
Admitted Student Day offers freshman a chance to get
more information about financial aid and housing
options. It will also be a chance for them to meet their
academic advisors who will help guide them through
their first two years.
For more information, go to admission@govst.edu or
call 708.534.4490.

Experience Prairie Place firsthand in one of our upcoming tours
Governors State University will be conducting tours of its newest housing development. Prairie Place is
the center of a rich student experience and offers affordable residences minutes from campus. Faculty,
staff, and current and prospective students are invited to participate. Come and see what the excitement
is about.

Tour schedules are:
•
•
•

Friday, July 25, 1 – 5 p.m.
Monday, July 28, 3 – 6 p.m.
Wednesday, July 30, 9 a.m. – noon

To register for a tour contact GSU's Housing department by emailing housing@govst.edu or by calling
708.235.7110.
Parking is limited at Prairie Place. Please park in West lot 1 or 2 and walk the short distance to Prairie
Place via the new sidewalk leading to the building.
For more information on Prairie Place and its amenities, click here.

Dr. Teri Sosa takes on new leadership roles
Dr. Teri Sosa has been named director of the Faculty Scholarship and Teaching
Center and director of the Center for Online Teaching and Learning.
The director of the Faculty Scholarship and Teaching Center is responsible for
meeting the professional development needs of full-time, part-time and adjunct
faculty. Dr. Sosa's regular duties will include working with faculty across the
university to plan and implement workshops, small group sessions, individual
sessions, and the annual Faculty Summer Institute. The director is also responsible
for monitoring and mentoring the Faculty-In-Residence.
Dr. Teri Sosa

The Director of the Center for Online Teaching and Learning provides leadership in
developing courses and programs in online and blended learning formats. In the role of director, Dr.
Sosa will be responsible for designing, implementing, assessing, troubleshooting and reporting
associated with the learning management system.
Provost Deborah Bordelon said she is excited that Dr. Sosa is taking on this leadership role. Through her
leadership, she will be able to bring the FSTC and COTL to new heights in serving faculty, Provost
Bordelon said.
"I am looking forward to working with faculty as we continue to identify and implement best practices in
pedagogy and research," Dr. Sosa said. "I am especially delighted to bring tools from my work in
instructional technology to this challenging work as we position Governors State University to be at the
forefront of innovative faculty practices."

Take charge of your life: How to get what you need
The division of psychology and counseling and William Glasser International invite you to attend a free
workshop based on Dr. William Glasser's book "Take Charge of Your Life."
The information presented in this workshop will help you to:
•
•
•
•

Gain effective control over negative feelings such as anger, guilt and depression, and choose
more positive thinking behaviors
Become more self-accepting and less critical of others
Learn specific techniques for resolving conflict – within oneself or with others
Add to your happiness and connect better in important relationships

The workshop will be held July 19, 2014, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in room Room D34115. The instructors
will be Dr. Patricia Robey, associate professor of counseling, and Kim Olver, senior faculty and executive
director of William Glasser International. This workshop is free of charge and open to the public. CEUs
are available.
To reserve your place in the workshop or for answers to any questions, contact Dr.
Robey at probey@govst.edu or 708.534.4975

App offers dining convenience
Convenience is now at your fingertips. No longer do you have to wait in line for your
latte, pizza or burger – you can pre order all these and more and have them waiting for
you, hot and ready, at the GSU Café.

With the EAT Well ON CAMPUS app, users can place orders for pizza, something from the grill or
Starbucks station. Use your myONECARD to pay, then come to the Café and show the dining staff the
order confirmation/receipt number on your smart phone to pick up your food and beverage order.
Download the EAT Well ON CAMPUS app at http://appshopper.com/food-drink/eat-well-on-campusgovernors-state-university. With EAT Well ON CAMPUS, life just got a whole lot easier.
By opening of the 2014 fall semester you will also be able to order groceries via the EAT Well ON
CAMPUS app. Stay tuned.

Professional development education programs for educators,
parents, board and community members
If you are interested in blended coaching and are looking for a professional development program to
improve your mentoring effectiveness and outcomes, the MILE program at Governors State University is
offering free CLASS (Coaching Leaders to Attain Student Success) Training presented by the
Consortium for Educational Change (CEC). Characteristics of effective school leaders are complex and
CLASS training emphasizes the development of school leaders with the following characteristics:
•
•
•
•

a relentless focus on student achievement
understand the power of collaboration
an inclusive and collaborative leadership style, and
support teachers and their professional development, with a focus on student achievement

The training sessions will be July 15-16 from 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. The program offers CPDUs, as well as
mentoring strategies, planning tools, articles, sample documents, and links to other resources. To
register or learn more, call 708.534.4024.

GSU to save money with energy
program
GSU is participating in a program this summer that will not only
save the university money on energy costs, it will relieve stress
on the local power grid on days when energy demands are at
their greatest.
GSU is taking part in what's called a demand response program
that helps relieve stress on power grids by convincing large
electric users to scale back on their electricity use. GSU is
partnering with energy management company EnerNOC to
oversee the program. EnerNOC enlists its users to be on
standby and asks them to reduce their electricity usage when
weather is expected to be particularly hot. Such a program
avoids the need to build excess power generation to meet
demands and helps prevent blackouts.
GSU chief operating engineer, Michael Sullivan, said the
university can meet EnerNOC's request by transferring to
backup generators, shutting off lights and adjusting the air conditioning system. However, the university
would also like faculty and staff to participate in ways that don't affect productivity. Staff and faculty can
help by moving to battery power when using laptops, turning off lights and unplugging unused
appliances.

Facilities and Development Management will send out notification when the university will be asked to
cut back on energy usage. Sullivan said the notification is usually sent out early morning, then the
university will cut down on usage later that same day.
Over a five-year period, the university could save more than $50,000.
For more information on the program, visit www.enernoc.com

GSU program to host summer school sessions for local school
districts
Students at Calumet Park School District 132 will tour the Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park and Center for
Performing Arts Wednesday, July 16, as part of a summer school partnership with GSU.
GSU's College of Education created a program called Express Yourself which teaches vocabulary and
literacy through social emotional learning and integration of the arts. The program is funded in part
through a Teacher Quality Partnership grant the department received. The program partnered
consultants from The National Center for Literacy with those who have graduated or will soon graduate
from GSU's alternative certification program.
Students will tour the sculpture park with director and curator, Geoff Bates. Then, they will go to the
gallery and participate in an art project in E Lounge. The day concludes with a brief tour of the Center for
Performing Arts.
The summer school is designed not only to have an impact on student achievement. GSU professor
Karen Peterson said it strengthens the instructional skills of GSU's alternative certification graduates as
well.

Renowned education professor to talk about creating
successful schools
GSU invites education leaders to gain valuable insight from one of the country's
top industry scholars, Dr. Joseph Murphy, at a leadership conference hosted by
GSU at the Congress Hotel in Chicago Sept. 25-26, 2014.
Dr. Murphy is a Vanderbilt University professor who was recently named by
Education Week as one of the Top Ten Educational Scholars in the U.S. He will
present his newest research on the "DNA of Successful Schools: Community of
Care & Academic Press."
Dr. Joseph Murphy

Dr. Murphy will discuss how his findings help to create effective schools for all
students by closing achievement gaps. His main focus is on two areas that he says must function
together: Academic Press, which consists of all the academic activities and expectations in a school, and
Community of Care, which is the type of support provided to students and teachers.
Register now for this important event that is sure to provide school leaders with key, practical strategies
for creating lasting changes that improve schools.
Click here to register.

Meditation and Interfaith Prayer Room available to GSU
community
Consistent with its focus on diversity and inclusion, GSU is
committed to supporting people of all faiths fairly and to provide the
GSU Community with access to facilities for personal observation of
their faith traditions or quiet contemplation.
Accordingly, a Meditation and Interfaith Prayer Room is available
year round in Building A, room 2150. The room is an accessible
space, which can be used by people of all faith traditions and beliefs,
and for those whom religion has no particular significance in their
lives. The room may be used as a quiet space for people to sit and
contemplate, to pray, to take a few moments to de-stress from a busy day, or to recover from a traumatic
life event, such as bereavement. The Meditation and Interfaith Prayer Room is available on a drop-in
basis, or can be reserved by contacting Student Life at 708.235.7362 or randr@govst.edu.

Payroll time records (timesheets) now in GSU portal
Payroll time records have been updated and are ready for use on payroll's portal page. The updated time
records are now in a fillable PDF format and can be downloaded and printed out. The time records are
coded by classification as follows:
E – Exempt
G – Graduate Assistant
N – Non-exempt
S – Student
U – Faculty
X – Extra help
The same procedure still applies to completing and submitting your time records given your
classification. Paper copies of old timesheets will no longer be available in the Payroll department. New
time records will go into effect July 1, 2014. Old timesheets will no longer
be accepted by Payroll after September 30, 2014.
If you have any questions regarding the time records process, please
contact Payroll at payroll@govst.edu or 708.235.7628.
If you have any questions regarding your employment classification,
please contact Human Resources at HumanResources@govst.edu or
708.534.4100.

GSU gives students a chance to step up their
STEM skills
The GSU secondary education math and science programs will offer a

summer science, technology, engineering and math camp to family and friends of GSU employees. The
camp will be held from July 21 through July 24, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost is only $30 per student
and will include lunch, all materials and a t-shirt.
Students who are going into eighth grade through 2014 high-school graduates are invited to take part in
the exciting and fun adventure into STEM. Some activities will include launching bottle rockets,
catapulting ping-pong balls, building bridges, and creating slime. For more information, contact Melinda
Elliott at melliott@govst.edu.
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